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�� �� �� �� �� �� ���� 
·  Name ................................................Omaha Lancers 
·  Location  .......................................Omaha, Nebraska 
·  Founded ............................................................1986 
·  Colors ........................................Black/Orange/White 
·  Affiliation  ......United States Hockey League (USHL) 
·  Nickname ......................................................Lancers 
·  2009/10 Home Arena .........Omaha Civic Auditorium 
·  Capacity ...........................................................4,200 
·  Surface Size ..............................................200’ x 85’ 
·  2007-08 Record ............................................43-12-5 
·  Current Mailing Address ................One Arena Way 
                                                     Council Bluffs, IA 51501 
·  Web Page ......................................www.lancers.com 
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·  Head Coach & Gen. Manager ................Bliss Littler 
·  USHL Career Record .............................230-163-41 
·  Assistant Coach ...............................Doug Johnson 
·  Head Scout/Recruiting Coordinator .. Craig Sarner 
·  Director of Player Personnel ...............Terri Phillips 
·  Head Athletic Trainer  ......................Bill Nervig, ATC 
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·  Two National Championships 
·  Five USHL Anderson Cup Championships  
·  Seven USHL Clark Cup Playoff Championships  
·  11 USHL Playoff Championship Finals Appearances 
·  16 Top-Three Finishes in the USHL 
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·  48 NHL Draft Picks 
·  196 Division-I Scholarship Recipients  
·  Ten IIHF World Junior Championship Participants 
·  One USA Hockey Junior Player of the Year 
·  Two USA Hockey Goaltender of the Year  
·  Four USHL Player of the Year Recipients 
·  Eight USHL Goaltender of the Year Recipients 
·  Six USHL Defenseman of the Year Recipients 
·  25 All-USHL First Team Selections 
·  20 All-USHL Second Team Selections 
·  92 USHL All-Star/Top Prospect Selections 
·  Six USHL General Manager of the Year Selections 
·  Three USHL Coach of the Year Selections 
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     Throughout both collegiate and professional levels of 
hockey the Omaha Lancers are considered to be the flag-ship 
organization of the United States Hockey League (USHL), and 
one of the best Tier-I hockey programs in North America. Our 
organization is second to none in providing gifted players a 
premier training ground to develop skills for the transition to 
future college and professional play. 
     With that, we are looking for talented players who have their 
priorities in order... players who want to use the Omaha 
Lancers and the United States Hockey League as a stepping 
stone to Division-I college hockey, or professional hockey in 
the future.  
     The Lancers have built a strong winning tradition over the 
past 23 years, winning a total of eight championships in the 
last 10 seasons alone. This list includes five USHL Anderson 
Cup Championships,  a league-leading seven Clark Cup 
Playoff Championships  and two National Championship 
titles.  
     Omaha has also become a pipeline for players heading to 
the NCAA Division-I hockey ranks, as nearly 200 Lancer 
players have been awarded Division-I scholarships  at 
some of the most prestigious programs in the country. Forty-
eight Lancers were drafted by the National Hockey 
League.  As many as 13 former Lancers were on active NHL 
rosters during the 2008-09 season. 
     As the tradition and reputation of the Omaha Lancers 
continues to grow, so too does the character of every team 
member. We take incredible pride in being the driving force in 
the development of our players. But more importantly is the 
pride in developing these young men into honest, disciplined 
individuals who are committed to excellence both on and off 
the ice. 
     We strongly believe the Lancers are a cut above the rest 
when it comes to providing a first-class setting for a young man 
to develop not only athletically, but academically and socially 
as well. 
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Player Team 
·  Keith Ballard Florida Panthers 
·  Matt Carle Philadelphia Flyers 
·  Joe Corvo Carolina Hurricanes 
·  Dan Ellis Atlanta Thrashers 
·  Nathan Gerbe Buffalo Sabres 
·  Martin Hanzal Phoenix Coyotes 
·  Ryan Malone Tampa Bay Lightning 
·  Drew Miller Anaheim Ducks 
·  Joe Motzko Atlanta Thrashers 
·  Nate Raduns Philadelphia Flyers 
·  Trevor Smith New York Islanders 
·  Paul Stastny Colorado Avalanche 
·  Yan Stastny St. Louis Blues  
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     Bliss Littler is in his eighth year as a  
Head Coach and General Manager in the  
United States Hockey League, and his  
first with the Omaha Lancers. 
     Littler has won the USHL Anderson  
Cup regular season championship once, and has coached 
and won more Playoff games than any other coach in the 
ultra-competitive West Division over the past five seasons 
alone.   
     Before coming to the USHL, Littler won three regular 
season championships, five playoff championships, and 
earned four national tournament appearances with the 
Billings Bulls of the NAHL.   
     Heavy involvement with USA Hockey and its programs 
has been a focus of Littler’s during his coaching career. The 
Minot, N.D., native served as the head coach once and as an 
assistant coach three times for the National Junior Team 
participating in the Viking Cup. He has also coached at USA 
Hockey Select Player Development Camps on a number of 
occasions.  Littler was also selected to coach at the National 
Junior Camp. 
     Littler played hockey and attended college at the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls. He resides in 
Omaha with his wife Gretchen and children, Cade and Grace. 
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     Doug Johnson enters his first season as 
assistant coach for the Lancers. After a brief 
absence from hockey, Johnson spent the second 
half of the 2007-08 season under Lancers’ head 
coach Bliss Littler as one of the Tri-City Storm’s 
assistant coaches. 
      Born and raised in Bracken, Saskatchewan, 
Johnson began his junior hockey career in 
Nipawin in the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey League. For his final 
year of juniors, he moved to the NAHL to play for and captain the 
Billings Bulls.  
      After leaving Billings, Johnson spent the next six seasons in 
pro hockey with stints in Fresno, Calif.; Binghamton, N.Y.; Lake 
Charles, La.; Odessa, Texas and Austin, Texas. 
      Johnson began his coaching career as an assistant coach 
with the Billings Bulls, and was promoted to head coach for the 
2005-06 season.  He moved to the Central Hockey League for 
the 2006-07 season, and became the head coach for the Odessa 
Jackalopes after starting the campaign as an assistant. 
      Johnson has been involved with USA Hockey, coaching on 
various occasions at the Select 17 Development Camps, as well 
as assisted at the Rocky Mountain District Player Development 
Camp.  
     Johnson is single, and resides in Omaha, NE. 

      
 
 


